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East  Asia  and  Pacific:  North  Korea 


"Clinton  Puts  North  Korea  on  the  Spot" 

Conservative  Chosun  Ilbo  editorialized  (02/16):  "Secretary  of  State 
Hillary  Clinton,  in  a speech  at  the  Asia  Society  in  New  York  last 
weekend,  said  that  if  North  Korea  is  genuinely  prepared  to 
completely  and  verifiably  eliminate  its  nuclear  programs,  the  U.S. 
would  be  willing  to  normalize  bilateral  ties,  replace  the  Korean 
Peninsula's  long-standing  armistice  agreement  with  a permanent  peace 
treaty,  and  to  extend  economic  aid  for  North  Korean  people.  It  was 
her  first  comprehensive  statement  on  North  Korea  policy  and  comes 
ahead  of  her  visit  to  the  ROK  this  Thursday.  Now  that  the  Obama 
Administration  has  clearly  stated  its  policy,  the  North  must  waste 
no  more  time  trying  to  test  the  USG.  It  is  now  up  to  North  Korean 
leader  Kim  Jong-il  whether  his  country  will  be  able  to  revive  its 
battered  economy  and  offer  food  and  medicine  to  its  citizens  by 
doing  what  it  has  long  agreed  to  do." 


"Clinton's  Candid  Offer" 

Right-of-center  JoongAng  Ilbo  editorialized  (02/16):  "The  North's 
tactics  of  preparing  to  launch  a missile  and  renewing  threats  of 
military  action  against  the  ROK  are  mainly  aimed  at  drawing 
Washington's  attention  to  the  Korean  Peninsula.  Clinton's  comments 
are  expected  to  help  resolve  the  North's  existing  concerns,  because 
she  affirmed  that  the  North  Korean  nuclear  issue  is  the  primary 
issue  in  the  Obama  Administration's  diplomatic  policy  toward  Asia, 
and  she  gave  a strong  signal  that  if  North  Korea  is  ready  to  end  its 
nuclear  ambitions,  the  U.S.  would  hold  talks  on  carrying  out 
measures  to  normalize  bilateral  relations.  Accordingly,  North  Korea 
holds  the  key  to  the  solution  of  the  problem. " 


"It  All  Boils  Down  to  Giving  Up  Nuclear  Weapons" 

Conservative  Dong-a  Ilbo  editorialized  (02/16):  "We  hope  that 
Washington  takes  a clear  position  on  some  points.  One  of  them 
refers  to  Secretary  Clinton's  statement,  'If  North  Korea  is 
genuinely  prepared  to  completely  and  verifiably  eliminate  its 
nuclear  weapons  program...'  The  phrase  'is  prepared  to  eliminate' 
is  starkly  different  from  the  words  'to  dismantle,'  which  was  used 


by  the  Bush  Administration.  Secretary  Clinton's  comment  indicates 
that  even  if  North  Korea  does  not  actually  remove  its  nuclear 
programs  and  is  only  'prepared'  to  do  so,  the  U.S.  will  take  steps 
to  improve  relations  with  the  North.  This  can  be  considered  a more 
conciliatory  approach  to  the  North  than  during  the  Bush 
Administration.  Of  course,  it  is  sometimes  inevitable  to  employ 
conciliatory  measures  in  order  to  resolve  the  North  Korean  nuclear 
issue  peacefully.  However,  we  have  learned  from  experience  that 
this  attitude  could  cause  the  North  to  make  a miscalculation  and, 
consequently,  make  it  more  difficult  for  the  communist  state  to 
dismantle  its  nuclear  programs.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
although  the  U.S.  Republican  Administration  made  a series  of 
concessions  over  the  past  decade,  even  a nuclear  verification  regime 
was  not  adopted." 


"Put  the  Comprehensive  Approach  on  a Stable  Track" 

Left-leaning  Hankyoreh  Shinmun  editorialized  (02/17):  "Secretary 
Clinton  has  made  it  clear  that  North  Korea's  nuclear  disarmament, 
normalization  of  U.S. -North  Korea  ties,  signing  of  a peace  treaty 
and  economic  assistance  to  the  North  should  be  pursued 
simultaneously.  It  means  that  if  the  North's  intention  to 
denuclearize  is  confirmed,  the  U.S.  would  put  all  the  things  it  has 
promised  to  offer  on  the  negotiating  table.  This  would  be  a 
departure  from  the  former  Bush  Administration's  'denuclearization 
first  policy'  and  a return  to  the  basic  spirit  of  the  Joint 
Statement  of  September  19,  2005.  Now  it  is  time  to  create 
conditions  for  realizing  comprehensive  negotiations." 
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